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This was the incontestable fact in the case. If Eoosevelt
"took his chances" with the law, whenever the law seemed
to stand in the way of progress, he won out completely in
the end, vindicating his position that while he could not
do what the law explicitly forbade him to do, he could do
whatever was essential to progress even if the law did
not explicitly empower him to do it.

Time was to justify fully the wisdom and foresight of the
President's decision in favor of a lock canal, for long be-
fore the canal was completed the serious difficulties caused
by the "slides'7 in the walls of the canal through the
mountain range, known as the "Culebra Cut," demon-
strated conclusively the impossibility of construction at sea
level. As Colonel Goethals, under whose able and inspiring
leadership the work was carried to completion, said at a
critical moment in the task: i c There is not money enough
in the world to construct a canal at sea-level, and, if con-
structed, it could not be kept open.'7

That the President was willing to change the type of
canal, if convinced that he had made a mistake, he showed
in a letter that he wrote to Colonel Goethals on December
13,1908, when the advocates of a sea-level canal were mak-
ing a concerted and vigorous assault upon the lock type by
declaring that the Gatun Dam, which was to hold back the
great lake which was to supply water for the locks, was
so defective that it would never hold water. "Fake"
stories of many kinds were widely circulated in the United
States in support of the assertion. It was in the midst of
this campaign of misrepresentation that the President
wrote:

"I intend to send Mr. Taft down to the Isthmus in Jan-
uary, together with four or five of the best engineers in the
country, for a last and complete overhauling of the ques-
tion in connection with the Gatun Dam. General Davis and
several others are convinced that the Gatun Dam will be a
failure, and all kinds of rumors come up here about it, while
there is an evident movement in favor of a sea-level canal.

" Now, my belief is, simply as a layman and judging from